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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, y. 1. 
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THE OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY. 

‘Further extracts from the pamphlet 
noticed in our last, respecting the obser- 
yance of the first day of the week, or Sun- 
day—and which may be had of the pub- 
lisher, Jos. Marot, No. 171 Market St. and 
of the Editor of the Reformer, No. 1314 
North Second Street. Price per doz. $1; 
single, 124 cents. ] 

* The Puritans, Evangelieal Chris- 
tians as they call themselves, the mod- 
ern Pharisees in reality, a sect answer- 
ing exactly to the Pharisees of old, 
finding that the restoration of the Jew- 
ish Sabbath, which was peculiarly or- 
dained in the Old ‘Testament for the 
use of the Jews, is well calculated to 
serve their purpose, and being preclu- 
ded by various circumstances of their 
situation from having recourse to the 
expedients elsewhere practised to gain 
possession of the minds of thei: vota- 
ries, have exerted all their power by 
its means to attain this object. ‘These 
are the reasons why we hear more of 
the heinous criine of Sabbath breaking 
than of all other vices together. And 
hence, every nerve has been strained 
to the utmost to extract from passages 
both in the Old and New ‘Testament, 
meanings favourable to this desizn, 





which the words will not justify. But) 
the fair, unsophisticated doctrines on | 
this subject, as taught in these works. | 
are what it is intended here to inquire 
into and discuss. 

In the whole of the New Testament 
asingle passage cannot be discovered 
clearly directing the observance of a 
Sabbath. [f this institution be of the 
unportance which some persons attach 
to it in a religious point of view, it 
seems very extraordinary that not one 
of the Evangelists should have stated 








any thing clearly upon the subject— 
very strange that we do not find the 
Vor. XI. 6 


mode described in which it was kept 
by the first disciples, or the Apostles, 
in plain, clear, and unequivocal lan- 
guage. 

It seems reasonable to expect, that 
if the earliest Christians, the Apostles, 
or disciples, had considered that the 
observance of Sunday was actually an 
exchange of the Sabbath from Satur- 
day, by divine appointment, we should 
find in the Acts of the Apostles all our 
donbts removed—and removed, not 
by implication or forced construction, 
but by a clear and unequivocal state- 
ment. 

From a variety of passages in the 
Gospels, our Saviour appears in his 
actions to have made no distinction 
betwixt the Sabbath and any other day; 
doing the same things on the Sabbath 
that he did on any other day. In reply 
to this it is said, that what he did on 
the Sabbath was good and useful— 
such as healing the sick: this is true; 
but he did nothing on any other day 
which was not good and useful; and 
therefore nothing in favor of the Sab- 
bath can be inferred from this. Every 
thing which is not bad is good; and it 
is wrong to do any thing on any day 
which is not good. One of the most 
important of all the Jewish rites, and 
one of the most strictly enforced by 
the Pharisces, was the observance of’ 
the Sabbath; and it appears evident, 
that Jesus performed various actions 
for the express purpose of making 
manifest his disapprobation of the 
strict observance of this rite, or in- 
deed of its observance at ail. 

After he had healed the sick man at 
the pool of Bethesda, he ordered him 
to remove his bed on the Sabbath day; 
and it appears from John v. 10, 11, 12, 
that a very correct and marked diss 
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tinction was made by the Jews, be- 

twixt healing the man and advise! 
away the bed: they say, “It is the } 
Sabbath; it is not lawful for thee to! 
take up thy couch.’ Afterward, when 

the Jews charged Jesus with having | 
broken the Sabbath in this instance, | 
his reply was very extraordinary: v. 17, |! 
“ My Father worketh until now, and I! 
work.” 

If the doctrine of Jesus be deduced 
by implication from his conduct, from 
this very instance the Sabbath must 
be held to be abolished. He expressly 
says to the observation on the subject 
of the couch, * | work!” The answer 
of Jesus clearly applies to the moving 
the bed as well as healing the man; 
because the expression is, * these 
things’’ in the plural number; and 
there were but two acts which could 
be referred to. 

But another observation offers itself 
on this subject: here is the fairest op- 
portunity afforded to Jesus to support 
the Sabbath, if he had thought proper. 
If he had thought it right that the Sab- 
bath should have been continued, he 
would have said to the sick man— 
Arise, and walk, and remove thy bed 
when the Sabbath is over. He would 
then have taught in the clearest and | 
shortest terms possible, the propricty 
of doing good works of necessity, and | 
the impropriety of doing such as were 
not works of necessily on the Sabbath. 
In every one of the following texts, an 
opportunity is afforded to Jesus, so fa- 
vorable for the inculeation of the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath, that it is very 
difficult to account for his neglect of 
it, if it were his intention that it should 
be continued. Luke xiv. 4, 5. xii. 14. 

vi. 6—10. Matthew xii. 2. Mark ii. 27. 
John vii, 22. ix. 16. 

Jesus constantly evades the attacks 
of the Jews on the ground of necessity; 
but in no instance does he drop a word 
expressive of disapprobation, of doing 
even unnecessary works on the Sab- 
bath. ‘This is named, though it is net! 
necessary to the arcument; because if: 
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unnecessary works on the Jewish Sab. 
bath, no consequence could be drawn 
from this circumstance, respecting the 
Christian observance of Sunday. 

The ordering of the bed to be re: 
moved was one breach of the Sabbath, 
and the following passage exhibits a 
second exainple of a premeditated 
breach of it, by Jesus. 

At the first verse of the 6th chapter 
of Luke, it is written, * And it came 
to pass, on the second Sabbath after 
the first, that he went through the corn 
fields; and his disciples plucked the 
ears of corn, and did eat, rubbing them 
in their hands.”’ 

In this passage, it appears that the 
disciples of Jesus, with his approba- 
tion, plucked the corn on the Sabbath 
day. It also appears that he was tra- 
velling on that day. The Pharisees, as 
usual, reprimanded him, for breaking 
the Sabbath, which he justified, say- 
ing, “ The Son of Man is Lord ever 
of the Sabbath,”’ verse 5. 

It cannot be supposed that provi- 
sions were not to be had in Judea. It 
is represented to have been almost in- 
credibly rich and populous; and if Je- 
sus had not thought the reaping the 
corn on the Sabbath justifiable, he 
would have provided against the ne- 
cessity of doing it, if any necessity 
there was. He might also have mace 
use of this occasion to inculcate the 
doctrine, that though acts of necessity 
were permitted, all others were ex 
pressly forbidden on the Sabbath day. 

It iias been observed that only the 
burthensome parts of the Jewisli law 
were abolished; but that the obser 
vance of the Sabbath is not a burthen. 
Where is the authority for this? Ist 
not a burthen to be refused permission 
to cut the wheat when it is shaking, 
or to carry it from the approaching 
storm? All which is expressly forbid- 
den on the Jewish Sabbath. 

The abolition of the Levitical law 
was intended; but Jesus no where e© 
pressly declared it to be so. ‘The same 
reason operated in the case of the abo- 
































he had expressed himself against doing | 





lition of the Levitica! law, as in the abo- 
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jition of the Sabbath, to prevent him 
publicly declaring it. 

if Jesus had expressly declared that 
people were to work on the Sabbath, 
and that it was to be abolished, he 
would have offended against the 31st 
ehapter and 15th verse of Exodus.— 
‘“ Whosoever doeth any work on the 
Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to 
death.” - 

Indeed, the strongest charees brought 
by the Jews against him were, that he 
had broke the Sabbath, and attempted 
the overthrow of the Levitical law.— 
John says, v. 18, * Wherefore the 
Jews sought the more to kill him, be- 
cause he had not only broken the Sab- 
bath, but said also, that God was his 
father.” | 

ifany Jew attempted to destroy the 
law and constitution, as established by 
Moses, he was clearly by that law, lia- 
ble to sufler the punishment of death. 
‘Whosoever doeth any work on the 
Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to 
death.’’ Exod. xxxi. 15, Numb. xv. 32. 
Deut. xiti. xxxi. 14, 18. 

And that such was the intention of 
the mission of Jesus is clearly proved 
by the result, with which we are all 
acquainted, as well as by the decision 
of the apostles, detailed in the Book of 
their Acts, by which the whole of the 
old law is abolished, except four things, 
which are called necessary. 

The apostles must have known from 
Jesus what was his intention: besides, 
acting under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, they could not err. When Je- 
sus abolished the old law, of course he | 
abolished every part of it which was 
not expressly excepted. In Matt. v. | 
17, Jesus says, “think not that | am! 


come to destroy the law, &c. but to, 


fulfil it.”” 

This expression appears peculiarly 
clear and appropriate: and it seems 
@xtraordinary, that the learned and in- 
genious Unitarian, Mr. Evancon, should 
have found any difficulty in it. 

According to the account given of 
Jesus in the gospels, it was evidently 
net his inclinatton to surrender Iimself 


to the Jews, until a particular period, 
when his mission had become fulfilled; 
for this reason it was that he repeated- 
ly withdrew from them privately, when 
their rage threatened his life; for the 
same reason he constantly spoke equi- 
vocally, when he saw there was danger 
in speaking clearly, until the last mo- 
ment, when he openly avowed himself 
to Pilate to be the Messiah. The ques- 
tion, whether he came to abolish the 
old law, was evidently a snare; and if 
he had answered it in the affirmative, 
he would have been instantly liable to 
suffer death, according to the law given 
by God in Leviticus,and which he came 
to abolish: but the answer he gave was 
ambiguous to the Jews at that time, 
although clear to us now, if the cor- 
rect meaning of the words be attend- 
ed to. 

God entered into a covenant witli 
the Jews to continue until the coming 
of the Messiah. See Matt. v. 17. 

Suppose I enter into a covenant with 
a man, to take a farm of me on certain 
terms for seven years. At the end of 
this time, is the covenant abolished? 
No. Are the terms or laws on which 
he held the farm abolished? No. The 
law, or terms, as well as the covenant, 
iare fulfilled, not abolished; and, as the 
‘lawyers would say, the demise is de- 
‘termined. The word fulfilled is the 
proper and true word to use, and if 
‘the word abolished or destroyed had 
been substituted, it would have been 
‘lwrong and untrue; and as the institu- 
tion of the Sabbath was a part of the 
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revealed law, or commandment of God, 
and was in no other way obligatory than 
the remainder of the old Jaw, of course 
it falls under exactly the same rule; and 


as it was not excepted, was with it ful- 
filed. It has been said, that the in- 
stances produced of Sabbath-breaking 
iby Jesus and his disciples, are of so 
trifling a nature, that nothing can be 
‘implied from them. On the contrary, 
‘they were evidently done for the sake 
cof agitating the question of the Sab- 
‘path; and if something important did 
‘not cepend trpon them, they are mucit 
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too trifling to have been noticed at all. 
In each of the cases they are named 
evidently for ‘thé sake of affording an 
opportunity to record the expression 
of Jesus to the Pharisees, which came 
from him in the conversation which 
followed his act. ‘The removal of the 
bed was no part of the miracle, and 
was totally and absolutely unnecessa- 
ry, and directly in defiance of the old 
law. The act of pulling the corn allow- 
ed by Deut. xxii. 25, was equally an 
unnecessary act; for, if it belonged to 
his disciples, their residence must have 
been within a few minutes’ walk; and, 
if it did not, it must have been in the 
centre of a populous country; and if it 
were further than about one mile (a 
Sabbath Day’s journey) from the place 
where Jesus rested the preceding night, 


he must have been guilty of'a breach of | 


the Sabbath, of a most remarkable and 
unequivocal description in travelling 
further than allowed by the law on the 
Sabbath day. 

If the character of Jesus be consi- 
dered, it is very absurd to contend, 
that any act of his, recorded by the 
pen of an inspired writer, ought to be 
lightly estimated: this is actual pro- 
faneness in a Christian. It is incum- 
bent on every believer in his divine 
mission to look upon each action of 
his life as an action recorded for the 
purpose of example, or of affording an 
opportunity of inculcating some doc- 
trine: and as such, the moving of a 
bed, or travelling, or pulling corn on 
the Sabbath, become circumstances of 
great moment, when recorded by the 
pen of an inspired writer. 

It has been said, that Jesus, by 
preaching in the synagogue on that 
day, kept the Sabbath. If this argu- 
ment be good for any thing, it shows 
that the Saturday, not the Sunday, 
ought to be kept. But in fact, this 
proves nothing with respect either to 
the Saturday or Sunday; for in preach- 
ing on the Sabbath day, he only did 
what he did on every other day of the 
week; and he evidently weut into the 
Synagogue because there the Jews 
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were: collected together. He was cir. 
cuncised, and kept all the Jewish 
feasts and rites of the old law (unless 
the Sabbath be excepted:) then if the 
Sabbath ouvht to be kept by Christians 
because he kept it, all the rights and 
ceremonies of the old law ought to be 
' followed, because he followed them. 
This is the necessary consequence if 
persons reason consistently from cause 
‘to effect. As Dr. Paley correctly ob- 
serves, * If the command by which the 
Sabbath was instituted, be binding up- 
on Christians, it must bind as to the 
day, the duties, and the penalty; in 
none of which is it received.” 

The fact is, thet his conduct appear- 
ed to be so equirocal to many of the 
Jewish Christians at that time, that 
'they continued to observe the Jewish 
law with all its burthensome rites and 
ceremonies, until the council of the 
upostles at Jerusalem, acting under 
the direction of the Holy Ghost, and 
speaking by the mouth of St. Paul to 
the citizens of Antioch, abolished the 
whole except four things. 

It appears from the 15th chapter of 
the Acts, that it was proposed that the 
Gentile converts should observe the 
law of Moses. Upon this a difference 
of opinion arose. Now there can be 
‘no doubt that if the Sabbath, or any 
other part of the old law were to be re- 
tained. it would have been here express- 
ed: but the apostles only require from 
the Gentiles to observe four things, 
which they call necessary, and expres> 
ly absolve them from the remainder; 
and the observance of the Sabbaths 
not one of the four excepted. 

The Sabbath is a Jewish rite, note 
moral law, and every such rite 1s eX 
ipressly abolished. As the Decalogue, 
'whicly is a part of the Jewish law, 
not excepted, and depends on precise 
‘ly the same authority as all the remam- 
der, it must be held, unless it be spe- 
cifically excepted as a cope of law, ' 
be abolished also: and the moral laws 
which are intermixed with the Jewish 
lrites which it contains, must be hel 
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‘to depend upon their own truth or the 








THE REFORMER. 





8&5. 











commands of Jesus. Verse 28th, ** For 
it hath seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things:”’ 
29th, “ That ye abstain from things 
offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from forni- 
‘cation; from which if ye keep your- 
selves, ye will do weil.” Acts. xv. 28, 
also xxl. 25. 

It is here worthy of observation that 
the part marked in Italics is no part of 
the Decalogue. 

Again, in Acts xxi. 25, the question 
respecting the observance of the old 
law is alluded to, and it is expressly 
forbidden. * As touching the Gentiles 
which believe, we have written and 
concluded, that they observe no such 
thing, save only that they keep them- 
selves from things offered to idols, and 
from blood, and from strangled, and 
from fornication. 

Here, as it is a part of the old law, 
it is actually expressly forbidden. The 
apostles, acting under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, and speaking of the 
old law—the whole of it—say, we 
have concluded, that they observe no 
such thing. 

How can words of prohibition be 
more clear than these? “No such 
thing; save only,” &c. If by expla- 
nation, the Sabbath can be shown to 
be continued, there is no expression 
in any language which may not be ex- 
plained to mean directly the reverse of 
what the speaker intended. 

This is quite enough to decide the 
question, but let us see what St. Paul 
thought of it. 

In the following passage St. Paul 
hot only abolishes the Sabbath, but 
actually declares himself against the 
compulsory use of days altogether as 
hecessary appendages or parts of reli- 
gion. St. Paul could not fail to know 
that the observance of days might be 
converted to the purposes of supersti- 
tion, the same as all other forms and 
ceremonies had been by some of the 
pharisees, and other hypocritical pre- 
tenders to superior sanctity, to the ox- 








clusion and neglect of true devotion 
and the moral law. Verse 5th, “ One 
man esteemeth one day above another; 
another esteemeth every day alike.— 
Let every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind.” 6th, “ He that regard- 
eth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; 
and he that regardeth not the day, to 
the Lord he doth not regard it.””, Rom. 
xiv. 5,6. 

Here, unless we distort the meaning 
of plain words, St. Paul abolishes the 
compulsory observance of days, or 
states the observance of them not to 
be necessary; but as the observance 
of certain days may evidently have no 
guilt in it, he says, If you think it right 
to keep them, it is well; but if you think 
otherwise, it is also well. In both cases, 
it is to the Lord, to use his mode of ex- 
pression. 

In the second chapter of the Epistle 
to the Colossians, verse 16th, is a pas- 
sage in which St. Paul again expresses 
himself against the observance of fixed 
days or Sabbaths. 

Dr. Paley prefaces his quotation of 
this text with the following observa- 
tion: and no person but as degraded 
a fanatic as Johanna Southcoate, or 
the modern ranters, will treat the opi- 
nion of the venerable Paley with dis- 
respect. He says, ‘* St. Paul evident- 
ly appears to have considered the Sab- 
bath as part of the Jewish ritual, and 
not obligatory upon Christians.” 

If St. Paul have evidently decided 
the question, surely Christians may 
safely rest upon his authority: he says, 
verse 16th, “ Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat or in drink, or in 
respect of an holiday, or of the new 
moon, or of the Sabbath days; 17th, 
«Which are a shadow of things to 
come: but the body is of Christ.” 

In the whole of the epistles, there 
does not seem to be a single clear, un- 
equivocal passage in favor of the Sab- 
bath. In almost numberless places, 
breakers of such of the commandments 
as are in themselves moral rules, inde- 
pendent of the Law of Moses, are con- 
demnci in the strongest terms; for ex- 
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ample, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, 2 
2 Tim. iii. 2. 

But in not one of them is a Sabbath 
breaker named. How does this happen? 
The reason is sufficiently plain. The 
breach of the Sabbath under the old 
law, was a breach of the covenant with 
God, and therefore a high offence; but 
the Sabbath being abolished, under the | 
new law it was none. 


1. 





[From the New York Telescope.) 
PRIESTLY CRUELTY. 
A good man is distinguished by hits 
humanity, as is the good God by his 
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that of peace and love; a new com. 
mandment, says our blessed Saviour, 
I vive unto you, that you love one an- 
other. 

In consequence of this doctrine. and 
of the heavenly temper which it inspi- 
red, the first Christians lived together 
in perfect concord, love, and charity; 
and yet there is no question to be made 
but thev differed from each other in 
their conceptions about some points 
in religion. 

‘This some spirit of charity and love 
continued amongst the first christians, 
till lying, crafty, and selfish men, call- 





mercy. Where there is no humanity 
there can be no grace:—we cannot 
possess at the same time the spirit of 
God and the spirit of a brute or a de- 
mon. Charity itself, the most sublime | 





Christian grace, seems to be only hu- i! 


manity guided and animated by piety: | 
And this is the more likely, for that it} 
is the business of the Christian reli- 
gion, to recover to human nature those 
virtues, which were cither lost or les- 
sened by the fall of Adair. Mad man 
continued as he was made, perfect, a 
new covenant and another institution | 
had been unnecessary. 

Humanity then is an amiable virtue, 
and the characteristic of a man; and 
of a man civilized, gentle, benevolent; 
purged from all rage, and every unso- 
ciable passion. 

But the appetites and passions of 
men being too powerful for reason, aud 
the law of nature; religion was insti- 
tuted to regulate and quell them. For 
this end, it proposes, as sanctions and 
restraints, the favor of God to the vir- 
tuous, and threatens his displeasure to 
the wicked, in this life; and, in the 
next, still more adequate rewards and 
punishments, even those of heaven and 
hell. ‘This is the great design of reli- 
gion; and it effectually answers the 
same, where its own honest and sim- 
ple dictates are observed and follow- 
ed; than which dictates nothing can 
be more plain and reasonable; the 
principal precept of the Gospel, next 
after our belief in Jesus Christ, being 








ling themselves ministers, and assuming 
to be teachers, filled them with the 
spirit of discord, and instructed them 
to hate one another. They rent them 
‘into parties, inspired them with the 





| bitterness of faction, and taught them 
\its watchwords, by which they were to 
‘distinguish themselves from all other 
| Christians; { am of Paul, | of Apollos, 
and | of Cephas, and the like cant, full 
of zeal, but void of sense and religion, 
/had a direct and mischievous tenden- 
icy to abolish faith in Christ, and to 
place it upon men; and, in fine, to 
turn Christianity into caballing. They 
likewise marked out all who would not 
be driven nor deceived by them, with 
malicious and opprobrious names, pro- 
per to expose them to hatred and ill- 
usage—Heretic, apostate, unbeliever, 
schismatic, and the like hard and equi- 
vocal words, were found strangely el 
fectual towards stirring up rage, Te 
venge, and relentiess war, agaist 
those unhappy people, who were mis- 
called by them. So effectual, indeed, 
have been these means, that the same 
set of men have never suffered the 
same set of words to wax obsolete, but 
to this day use them, and cause them 
to be used, to the same impious and 
anti-christian purpose, and (where the 
law does not_regtrain their bloody 
hands, and guard the innocent) with 
the same success. 
When these ungodly and merciless 
ecclesiastics had thus, under the cloak 
of religion, craftily raised the blind re- 
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sentment and impious zeal of their de- 
luded followers, against their Christian 
brethren, who preferred the spirit of 
the Gospel, and the honest convictions 
of their consciences, to the pride and 
commands of men, there followed such 
amazing instances of cruelty, and such 
terrible scenes of blood, as must affect 
the hearts and the eves of all who read 
them, or hear of them, if they possess 
either Christian grace or natural com- 
passion. Christians were, by their 
priests, set on to butcher Christians; 
and to make havoe of each other in 
the name of that religion, which was 
distinguished from all other religions 
by a spirit of meekness, mercy, and 
Jove: and all this, perhaps, for their 
different manner of explaining a mys- 
tery which could not be explained: or 
which, if explained? ceased to be one. 

This relentless and unrelenting rage 
which Christi#ns practised, at the in- 
stization of thetr clergy, upon one an-; 
other, for thoughts and opumons which 
they could not help, was a strong and 
a lasting stumbling block in the way 
of the uncenverted, who could have 
but small appetites for a religion which 
disavowed all kindred to peace and 
humanity, and inspired its votaries 
with such cruel hatred, and such dread- 
ful fury; for, in short, that was the re- 
livion which they were to embrace—a 
relizion not to be found in the Gespel 
of Christ, but in the ridiculous systems 
and selfish inventions of priests. And 
it was no wonder that the Heathens 
were backward and afraid to embrace 
a relizion, in which the involuntary 
tnistakes of a priestly distinction, with- 
out a meaning, might cost thein their 
lives and ruin their families. 

So terrible and deformed had mer- 
ciless Christian Priests rendered the 
merciful and amiable Christian Reli- 
gion! Their outrageous zeal was be- 
come so powerful, and had such bloody 
effects, that the Pagan persecutions 
were real advantages to Christianity, 
as they gave it a breathing time from 
the more fatal persecutions and even 


while the civil sword was over their 
heads, being obliged to abscond or fly, 
could not throw about their balls of 
contention and war; and, therefore, 
against their will, left religion to flou- 
rish, as it always did, under those Pa- 
gan persecutions which their own tur- 
bulent and seditious behaviour had of- 
ten brought upon it. This is, indeed, 
their highest praise, that the Church 
reaped good from their wickedness. 
The Pagan persecutions no sooner 
ceased, but the war of the Christian 
Priests re-commenced; and the per- 
seculions raised by them were even 
‘inore merciless and more dreadful 
than those which were raised by the 
Heathen princes; forasmuch as they 
added, as far as they could, the de- 
struction of the soul to that of the 
hody—so complete was their ven- 
geanee! And, besides, it had no end: 
the severity of the Heathens had long 
and frequent intermissions——but the 
cfuelty of the Priests was insatiable. 
You must say after them, nay, you 
inust think after them, and believe by 
their directions—and either be slaves 
or hypocrites. A terrible and inflexi- 
‘ble tyranny! It was to no purpose to 
allege that you could not perform im- 
possibilities; not see with other mens’ 
eves: you must be punished for what 
you could not help—you must be de- 
livered to Satan, in spite of your in- 
nocence: and the same honest quali- 
ties which entitled you to the certain 
favour of God, provoked the certain 
vengeance of his pretended ambassa- 
dors; to whose empire, virtue and truth 
are ever the most formidable foes. To 
complete this ghostly barbarity,——not 
appeased by death and damnation,— 
your good name must be murdered 
with your body, and your memory 
loaded with monstrous calumnies and 
bitter defamations; which merciless 
treatment could be expected only from 
that accursed spirit, who has been a 
liar and a murderer from the begin- 
uing, or from those who are actuated 
by him. ‘To pity you was unpardon- 








adulterations of its own priosts; who, 


lable; and to speak well of you, was 
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to involve all those who did it in your | 
doom. This holy wrath is, of all others, ' 
the soonest kindled, the fiercest while 
it burns, and the slowest in going out, | 


if ever it goes out. 


It would be endless to give instances 
of the bloody spirit of such sort of 


ehurchmen. ‘They are the only body 
of men upon earth who possess least 
of human compassion. They have been 
even ingenious in cruelty, and showed 


vast invention in their rigid, various, 
implacable, and exquisite manner of 
Neither Caligula, nor’ 
Phalaris, nor Perillus, nor Nero, nor 


executing it. 


any other Pagan monster, who made 


himself sport with human agonies and 
miseries, has exceeded them in the va- 


riety and inhumanity of his projected 
tortures, nor equalled them in the 
length. 

It is a melancholy cbservation, that 
the Mahometans, who, by principle, use 
the sword as their great and most pre- 


vailing apostle for the propagation of, 


their religion, do yet frankly tolerate 
Christianity, and every sect of it, all 
over their dominions; and that, on the 
contrary, Christians, who, by the doc- 
trine of the gospel, are allowed the use 
of no means but those of gentleness 
and persuasion to promote the faith 
of Jesus Christ, do yet exercise fierce- 
ness and barbarity upon all who differ 
from them, wherever the mercy of the 
government does not restrain the cru- 
elty of the clergy. Thus far, the Turks 
act as if they were conducted by grace, 
and obeyed the precepts of our bless- 
ed Saviour; and thus far the Christians 
act as if they had adopted the spirit 
and fierceness of Mahomet, and re- 
nounced the Gospel for the Aleoran. 
However, that [ may not seem par- 
tial to the Mahometans. I shall add this 
mournful reflection—-namely, that too 
many of the Christian clergy do justly 
share with these infidels the infamous 
praise of having almost dispeopled the 
earth. The infidels have slain their 
thousands, and they their tens of thou- 
sands. They have been the great pro- 





| 





have been the constant patrons of ar. 
bitrary power, that mighty engine for 
rendering mankind few and miserable: 
they have been the continued authors 
of wars, famine, and massacres; and, 
in fine, they have been the great instry. 
ments of driving virtue, truth, peace, 
mercy, plenty, and people, out of the 
world. Kill all, said the Abbot Ar. 
nold, a monk militant, to the army, 
which being employed by the Church 
to slaughter the poor pious Albigenses, 
had taken the city of Bezeir, and being 
laymen, were inclining to have some 
mercy; kill all, cried the bloody priest, 
God knows his own, and will reward 
them hereafter. Accordingly, 200,000 
of these conscientious Christians, and 
Catholics mixed with them, were in- 
stantly butchered for the Church. 

To conclude: «:r modern claimers 
of Church authority, do but contend 
for the same power and advantages 
which enabled and prompted these 
their bretliren to execute such numer- 
ous and melancholy mischiefs; and 
whether they ought to possess that 





| power, and these advantages, or no, I 


take to be the great point in debate 
between the laity and their adversaries. 





[We feel much satisfaction in having it 
in our power to present to our readers an- 
other Letter from that aged and devoted 
friend to religious rights and liberties, 
John Leland, addressed to R. M. John- 
son, of Kentucky. We hope his Baptist 
brethren in the ministry will not lightly 
esteem what may be called, perhaps, from 
his advanced age, his dying sayings and 
legacy to posterity. } 

[From the United States Telegraph.] 

REV. JOHN LELAND. — 

We have been politely favored with 
the following interesting letter from 
this venerable advocate of liberty, for 
publication: 

Cheshire, Mass. March 29, 1830. 

Str,—For forty years (next to the 
salvation of the soul) the rights of con- 
science have been articles of my high- 
est solicitude., Not only that all sects 
and societies should be placed on 4 








moters of cruelty and the sword; they 





level; but that each lonely individual 
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should have equal favor, and not be 
obliged to join any society to escape 
disabilities or oppression. Indeed, I 
stand pledged, that as long as I can 
use my tongue or pen, I will never lie 
dormant when religious liberty is in 
jeopardy. The Report [on Sunday 
Mails] speaks for itself. If it can be 
bettered, | know not in which particu- 
lar. It breathes the language of John 
Milton, Roger Williams, William Penn, 
Thomas Jetlerson, &c. and I think it 
is in perfect accordance with the letter 
and spirit of the New Testament. It 
has my unqualified approbation. 

The Report of the minority of the 
Committee comes in company with the 
other. After what I have said, it will 
not be expected that I shall approve 
of the whole of it. It discards the idea 
of any theological controversy, and yet, 
in the very beginning. it lays the foun- 
dation of a religious war. There never 
was a Christian nation on earth, be- 
fore the days of Constantine, who open- 
ei the flood gates of error, and set 
Christians at war with each other. If 
al! Christian nations acknowledge the 
first day of the week for the Sabbath, 
the New Testament never does. If our 
translation is admitted. there is not a 


called Sabbath. 
Where and when did the wise and 
good Ruler of the Universe appoint 


keep every seventh day holy? There 
is no account that it ever was enjoined 
on any man for more than twenty-four 
hundred years‘after creation; and then 
only on a few; yet in this space of time 
lived Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Melchisedeck, Joseph, and many great 
men of God; of whom we have no ac- 
count that any of them observed the 
seventh day more than any other. But 
the subject shail not be left to negative 

evidence; positive proof shall soon be 
given. When the mania was given, 
the Sabbath was appointed, which soon 
aller was incorporated into the divine 
code given at Sinai, and certain death 
was the penalty to enforce it. Forty 





solitary instance where the first day is_ 


that all the progeny of Adam should 








years after this, when Moses was speak- 
ing expressly of the Decalogue, he said 
“The Lord made not this covenant 
with our fathers, but with us. even us, 
who are all of us here alive this day.” 
(Deu. v. 3.) This dispute then lies be- 
tween Moses and those who say that 
the observance of the seventh day was 
appointed from the beginning. It was 
binding on the Israelites, who were 
often reproved by their Prophets and 
punished by their God for profaning 
the day: but the Prophets, who re- 
proved other nations for their sins, 
never mention Sabbath breaking. Nor 
does Paul ever place the profanation 
of the Sabbath in the list of Gentile 
crimes. Whenever a nation has as- 
sumed the character of Christian, it 
has always established christianity— 
manufactured a creed—appointed the 
doys of devotion, and enforced a salary 
for the preachers—and if any tolera- 
tion has been granted to non-conform- 
ists, it has been on very degrading con- 
ditions. Such has been the case (with- 
out exception) from Constantine down 
to the present day. Salaries for the 
preachers, secured by law, has always 
been the chorus of the tune. 

If the petitioners gain their object, 
Congress must decide the contest be- 
tween Connecticut and Massachusetts. 
The laws of Connecticut prohibit re- 
creation, labor and travel, from the 
going down of the sun, on Saturday, 
until the same time of the day on Sun- 
day. Those of Massachusetts allow a 
man, on a journey, to travel until Sa- 
turday midnight, and resume his jour- 
ney on Sunday, at the going down of 
the sun—eighteen hours of holy time. 
But recreation must cease on Saturd: v 
at the going down of the sun, and con- 
tinue to cease until Sunday midnight— 
thirty-six hours abstinence. Whether 
the stages that carry the mail must stop 
six hours in Connecticut, when they 
could be running in Massachusetts— 
whether carrying the mail will be tra- 
velling on a journey, in the sense of 
the law—and whether passengers In 
the mail stage will be considered as 
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parties of recreation or travellers on a 
journey, must be provided for by Con- 
gress. 

A few years past, a Moral Society 
was formed in Berkshire [Mass.] for 
the suppression of vice. An executive 
committee was appointed to stop tra- 
vel on Sundays. Were it not a serious 
subject, it would provoke a smile to 
ace Belzebub in chase of Lucifer, whip 
and spur—the committee breaking the 
Sabbath to prevent Sabbath breaking. 
When the pursuer had o-ertaken or| 
isct with his game, they sometiines 





compromised, and for a fine, the tra- 
veller was let go on, but generally he 
was carried to a justice or the county | 
court, and fined for breaking the Sab- 
bath. Buta certain Mr. Clark, being 
stopped, resented the abuse, and 
brought suit against them, for assault 
and battery, before the Supreme Judi- 
cial Court, where Mr. Clark recover- 
ed a considerable sum for damages— 
the decision being that they had no 
right to stop and unhorse him. © This 
decision purified the consciences of the 
whole club. Strange how the getting 
or losing money will give direction to | 
conscience! Whether these geod souls, | 
on conversion, paid back the fines which 
they had taken, [ cannot certainly tell. 
My best information is that they did} 
not. 
| have lived long enough to see that 
andividuals often break over the bounds 
of woral honesty to injure their neigh- 
bors; but this is not more frequent than 
it is for legislative bodies to overleap 
their legitimate guide and usurp the 
empire of natural individual rights.— 
The let alone policy way be extended 
too far; but less evils arise from that 
neglect than arise from a redundancy 
of laws. The liberty of the native of 
the woods, under proper restraint, to 
prevent overt acts (if the expedient 
ean be found) should be aimed at. If, 
en entering into social compact indivi- 
duals surrender all to the public will. 
then Government may direct our food, 
hysic, costume, marriage, association, 
cation, Occupation, private opinion, 














religion, hearing, seeing, appetite, pro. 
nuneiation, vibration of the arteries, 
and every breath we draw. But if all 
this 1s surrendered, the individuals lose 
all accountability to their Maker, and 
Government becomes responsible for 
all: for it would be beneath the righ- 
teousness of the Divine Being to hold 
a man to answer for himself when he 
was divested of every attribute that 
constitutes a moral agent. 
_ If I should vary a few degrees from 
the question of Sunday mails, it would 
be followiug a precedent which Con- 
gress has taught me. When members 
of that august assembly think until they 
are as full of matter as a bottle of wine 
that has no ven’ they take the floor, 
and seem to tear up mountains by the 
roots—ride on the wings of the wind, 
and direct the storm. No matter what 
the question is, whether Missouri, Re- 
trenchment, or Public Land. The hall 
and the gallery are struck with wouder 
at the profundity of the orator; but if 
the small pox was in the question, nel- 
ther speaker nor hearer would catch 
the disease. I see no great evil in all 
this. I think Congress, on the whole, 
perform wonders. They have safely 
steered the ship between Seyilla and 
Charybdis, notwithstanding adverse 
winds and mutinous sailors. ‘The re- 
ligion which I profess, forbids me to 
speak evil of the rulers of the people. 
[ honor the throne (Government) and 
the altar (religion;) but those who, un- 
der a pretense of religion and good or- 
der, would shape my religion and guide 
my Conscience, are usurping, presuimp- 
tuous tyrants. A man can give no great- 
er evidence that he is destitute of the 
meck spirit of christianity, and ignorant 
of its genius, than when he makes, of 
urges others to make, laws to coerce 
his neighbors in matters of religion. It 
is like putting a tool on the stones 0 
the altar, or making a new cart to car- 
ry the ark. 
I cheerfully subscribe to the sentl- 
ment that christianity is not only a 
good religion, but the only religion 
that ever met the sinner’s wants, and 
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relieved his woes—the only religion 
that ever brought pardon to the guilty 
and gave assurance of eternal life.— 
But as an institute of state policy, a 
question arises whether it has ever 
done any good. Has any Christian 
nation ever exceeded Tyrus in wealth 
—Greece in science—ancient Rome 
and Carthage in bravery—or modern 
China in internal improvement?) And 
what nations now are more perfidious 
and bleod thirsty than those who have 
fornied Crusades, established an Inqui- 
sition, and massacred the South Ame- 
ricans! Let Christianity operate in its 
own natural channel, and it is a bless- 
ing of immense worth; but turn it into 
a principle of state policy, it fosters 
pride, hypocrisy, and the worst kind of 
cruelty. 

JOHN LELAND. 

Hon. R. M. Jonmnson. 





[From Priestcraft Exposed.) 
THE PA'’PRIOTIC COMMITTEE. 

In the moment of escape from peril 
and danger, or of deliverance from ca- 
lamity, we naturally cherish the warm- 
ést and most grateful emotions of the 
soul towards those, who, under hea- 
ven, were the instruments of our sal- 
vation: what, then, must be our feel- 
ings, the feelings of every friend of the 
rights of man, towards the Committee 
o1 Post Offices and Post Roads? At 
such an appalling crisis—when the ra- 
ven wing of clerical usurpation seem- 
«| brooding over the urn of our civil 
institutions—when craft, cunning, and 
pious fraud, had well nigh palsied the 
arin of our political strength—the ex- 
ertions, the promptitude and energy, 
the zeal and untiring watchfulness of 
the people’s champion, will be borne 
In grateful remembrance * while the 
eurth bears a plant, or the sea rolls a 
wave,”’ 

The enemies of the rights of con- 
acience—-the workers of mischief——are 
defeated. The calamities which the 
Wisest feared, and which the bravest 
could not anticipate without trem- 
bling-—seem for a brief spaee to be 








averted. ‘ihe gathering tempest, the 
blackening thunder clouds which re- 
cently came muttering up the politi- 
cal horizon, have for the present pass- 
ed by. . 

The crafty and designing are not 
indeed extinguished; nor are they, we 
fear, very likely to be reclaimed; but, 
thank God, they are discomfited.— 
The measures, the imposing attitude, 
the fearless stand of Colonel Johnson, 
has had the effect of disorganizing 
their evil projects and damping their 
malignant hopes. F'or a season they 
are driven from the field—for a time 
they seem consigned to an ignominious: 
though probably not an inactive ob- 
scurity. If they, like Lucifer, have fall- 
en no more to rise, then indeed our joy 
would be full. But, alas! the hydra- 
headed monster—Priestcraft-—seems 
invulnerable: no sooner is one head 
lopped off than a score appear in its 
stead. Already has the decree gone 
forth, “that we will never rest until 
the great work is accemplished:”’ un- 
til Congress shall submit to their in- 
solent control. We, therefore, shall 
still be up and doing—still shall sound 
an alarm upon the watchtowers of 
Freedom. 





[From the Maine Christian Intelligencer.] 
POLITICAL SERMON, 

We have received an able and in- 
teresting letter from ‘+S. B.” of Nor- 
ridgewock, addressed to Rev. Josiah 
Peet of that town, on the subject of a 

litical sermon preached by him on 
Sunday the 4th inst. Mr. Peet, it 
seems, is preaching up for the * chris- 
tian party in polities.”’ His sermon 
was intended to urge people to vote 
for no man for any town, state or na- 
tional office, who refused to lend hie 
aid in elevating the orthodox to the 
civil government of the country. In 
his denunciations he particularized 
those who opposed the plan for stop- 
ping Sunday mails, those in the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature who refused te 
give an act of corporation to @ secta- 
rian ‘Tewperence Socicty, those whe 
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do not contribute to Missionary, ‘T'ract, 
Sunday School Societies, &c. decla- 
ring plainly that all such men are 
“ worse than those Jews who preferred 
Barabbas, the murderer, who destroy- 
ed life, to Jesus who was the Prince of 
Life.” ‘This he insisted upon several 
times in his political sermon. But we 
have not room for a fuller description. 
The orthodox are determined on a 
contest for power; let it come, if come 
it must. 




















































[From the New York Free Enquirer. } 

I know not whether our readers have 
seen a copy of the printed bills of health 
which are furnished to vessels leaving 
the port of New York. One of these 
fell into my hands the other day, and | 
here present it. altering the ship’s name, 
that no one may get into dilliculty by 
being supposed the furnisher of such a 
document for the heretical Free En- 
quirer. 


DISTRICT OF NEW YORK. 
To all the faithful in Chrisi, to whom these 


presents may come. 

Whereas it is pious and just to bear wit- 
ness of the truth, lest error and deceit 
overthrow it; nd Whereas the Ship En- 
terprize of which M. N., under Gon, is 
master, and now ready to depart from the 
Port of the City of New York; and, if Gon 
please, to sail for Liverpool and other 


sons, including the Master of the said Ship, 
We Therefore, to you all, by the Tenor of 
these Presents, do make known that (praise 
be to God the most high and good) no 
plague or any dangerous or contagious 
disease, at present exists in the said port. 

Given under our Hands and Seals of 
Office, this 12th day of August, and in the 
53d year of the Independence of the Uni- 
ted States of America. 


The first objection which I have to 
this strange document is, that it is ad- 
dressed “to the faithful in Christ.”°— 
Now this is positively a fiulse address. 
It is, or ought to be, addressed to all 
men; to ‘Turks, Christians, Heathens, 
and every other sect and nation “to 
whom these presents may come.” 

As to the exordium “ whereas it is 


places beyond sea, with seventeen per- || 





pious and just to bear witness of the 











truth, lest error and deceit overthrow 
it;”” it is equivalent to “ whereas jt jg 
irreligious and improper to tell a lie;” 
a somewhat singular and superfluous 
heading, surely, to a public paper. 

The subsequent anxiety to be strict. 
ly accurate, in assigning to God the 
chief command and to the earthly cap 
tain the second rank only in his own 
ship, is unusual; and, if followed out 
in daily life, would be not a little in- 
convenient, and (in the worldly acce 
tation of the term) not a little ridicu- 
lous. For instance, when a man is 
asked ** Whose coat and waistcoat is 
this?”* he must not reply in heathen ig 
norance, “They are mine,” but he 
must say “They are God's; but, un- 
der him, I am their owner.” 

But, seriously, the whole formula is 
a farce: and, what is the worst of it,a 
farce played off at the expense of our 
national reputation; and one, too, cal- 
culated to bring all religion into nidi- 
cule and contempt. 


Dr. Underhill on Mysterious Religious 
Emotions. 


The Fditor of this paper has just read a 
few paragraphs of Dr. Samuel Underhill’s 
Lecture on Mysterious Rel gious Emotions, 
and they are certainly exceedingly well 
calculated to upset and overthrow the re- 
ligion and the religious emotions of every 
one, whose religious experience is not 
founded onarock. And this perhaps may 
be a verv good work, for it is but too cv. 
dent that the religion of many in this day, 
is founcied on the sand, and the sooner st 
is overthrown the better. True rel gion, 
and true religious experience, will notin 
the smallest degree be moved by the shock 
of his reasoning, and bis explanations of 
what is termed religious emotions: but 
fulse religion, and false religious exper 
ence, will wither and sink before the diast. 
And the Editor, for himself, will rejoice to 
see the downfall of every false religious 
superstructure, for those who are depend- 
ing on them are leaning upon a breken 
reed, and the sooner it gives way the bet 
ter, for it can serve no other purpose but 
to beguile them with false hopes and false 
expectations, while they have nothing !n 
themselves to make them a benefit to 5% 
ciety, or to bring honour to the cause 
christianity. 
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"THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 

It is not difficult to perceive that there 
is a spirit awakening up in this country, 
that will shake, in the end, the whole 
foundations of society. But after a season 
of turmoil, calamity, and distress, there 
will succeed another and better order of 
things, when men will be just and righ- 
teous, and happiness and peace will pre- 
yail throughout the land. 

Religious sects and persuasions of every 
kind, have been sinking lower and lower 
in virtue and integrity for some time past, 
and they will continue to proceed in this 
downward course for some time hence, 
until hardly any thing of Christianity, ex- 
cept the name, will any where exist.— 
Aristucratical principles and feelings have 
also been progressing in this country, and 
they will continue more and more to ma- 
nifest themselves among a large portion 
of the community. 

In opposition to priestcraft and corrupt 
christianity, infidelity, or a total disbelief 
in all religion, has arrayed itself, and is 
preparing for a conflict—and against aris- 
tocracy and every tyrannical measure, a 
spirit of liberty and freedom is rising up, 
and, in the end, must either conquer or 
be conquered. 

These are the signs of the times which 
have now become quite visible; and in 





the nature of things, these irreconcilable 
and conflicting interests will more and! 
more manifest themselves, till the final! 
and last struggle shall determine the fate | 
of one or the other of the contending) 
parties. 

And do we suppose that this period of 
conflict and opposing interests will be a| 
time of repose and tranquillity, of ease! 
and happiness? By no means—the sword | 


undoubtedly will be drawn; and for the |) 


sins we have committed, and the -privi-! 
leges we have abused, and the selfishness | 
we have indulged, a righteous God will, 
give us ** b/ood to drink.” Nor willa sin-. 
gle country of Europe escape the same} 
direful calamities. Much the same scenes! 
will be acted there; for neither the peo-| 
ple of this country, nor of any European’ 
country, will ever be any better till an) 
overflowing scourge passes over them, | 
and overwhelms them in anguish and dis-| 
tress, in slaughter and bloodshed, until) 
they are fully humbled and made sensible | 
of their crimes and iniquities. 

This period of awful visitation upon_ 
the whole of Christendom, is drawing on 
apace, and there is nothing that will pre- 
vent it, for God has never seen proper in 
any age of the world, to reform people 
and nations whose cruacs had become cx- 


| ceedingly great, till he visited upon them 
the most severe and awful calamities.— 
And if mankind had any knowledge of 
what constitutes crimes and wickedness, 
they would be convinced that iniquity 
and wickedness hardly ever existed ina 
greater degree than they now abound in 
what are called civilized and christianized 
countries. And shall we claim an exemp- 
tion from retribution and sufferings, mere- 
ly because we profess to be civilized, and 
have the name of Christians, when from 
this very circumstance there is less ex- 
cuse for our wickedness, and our guilt is 
thereby only greatly enhanced? | 

Two remarkable signs of the latter 
time are beginning strikingly to manifest 
themselves, viz. the want of faith (that is, 
fidelity, honesty, and integrity) on the 
earth, and the increase of scoffers in re- 
gard to a providence and the dealings of 
God unto men. Christ has said, ** When 
the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth.” And the Apostle Peter 
tells us ‘‘ there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, saying, Where is the promise of 
his coming? for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation”— 
plainly signifying persons who wholly 
disbelieve in any providence, or in the 
existence of a Being that interposes and 
governs in the affairs of the world. 

With respect to faith on the earth, 
(meaning fidelity, integrity, and honesty) 
where is it to be found even among pro- 
feased Christians? And contrary to what 
many would suppose possible, are there 
not thousands, yea, tens and hundreds of 
thousands in this country, and in all other 
professed Christian countries, whe really 
and actually believe there is no Divine 
Being who superintends and directs in 
ithe affairs of the world? Such things have 

been foretold, and they will assuredly 

| come to pass, as they are fulfilling in this 
day, and as they will hereafter be more 
extensively and fully realized. 

In consequence of rejecting all depend- 
ance on Divine Providence, and the dege- 
neracy of professed Christians, a time of 
trouble and calamity will come upon all 
the nations in Christendom, beyond what 
they have ever before experienced; and af- 
terthis,all men will have faith, become righ- 
teous, and know of a surety that there ts 





| a God that judgeth and ruleth in the earth. 


A wavering doubt with regard to this 
truth can no longer exist in the minds of 
men; whereas now there are Many per- 
haps, in the present order of things, who 
find it as impossible to believe the impor- 
tant fact; and hence they are more entl- 
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tled to our pity and commiseration aa 
to censure or blame. 
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It must always be a good power and || subscribers. 
good principles, to bring others into a! may seem, it will involve consid 
right condition and into right views; but: pense, not one te 
when men are very depraved, and lost to | defrayed by the present number of gyb. 


on to ii scribers. 


all virtue, they will give no attenti 
any thing good till they are humble 
calamities and afflictions. Hence it is that. 
in times of great degeneracy and depravi- 
ty, trials and afflictions are the greatest | 
blessings which a merciful and all-wise 
Being can send upon men, to win them 
to righteousness and true happiness. Un- 
der the softening influences of affliction 
and troubles, men become willing to listen 
and attend to the voice of conscience and 
the dictates of duty, which, under other 
circumstances, they would never do with- 
out a compelling and irresistible power 
exercised towards them by an Almighty 
arm; and then, possessing no free agency 
and acting as mere machines, they would | 
be incapable of either vice or virtue, of, 
praise or blame, insomuch that all ac-, 
ecountability would cease on their part, 
and mankind would be of no more ac- 
count or consequence in the seale of ex- 
istence, or in the sight of their Maker, 
than the clods of the valley, or a boat 
when moved by the force of steam. 

The Editor has no wish to be consider- 
ed as a prophet, and therefore would here 
state that his convictions respecting the 
events that are represented as hereafter 
to take place, arise from Scripture pro- 
phecy, the uniform method of God’s deal- 
ings towards mankind, and from the very 
nature and tendency of things in them- 
selves. And the evidences to his own 
mipd wn regard to their near approach and | 
fulfilment, are such, that he freely states | 
them as events soon to take place, with-| 
out having any fear that after ages will, 
retort the expressions, how great were his 
misconceptions and the delusions of his 
mind, 

The Editor would gladly entertain other 
and more agreeable views in regard to 
what is to take place, and hope for better 
things; but to do this he would be under 
a necessity to reject the evidences to his 


own mind, and act inconsistent with hon- 
esty and trath. 


[Further observations will be given in our 
next number. } 








TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

We shall endeavour, with the next 
month’s number of the Reformer, to trans- | 
mit to subscribers the first number of 7'he 
Christian. Jn the mean time, we hope 
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| erations will operate upon such as owe, 


those who feel disposed to 
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! encourage the 
work will use their endeavors to procure 


Small as the undertakin 


nsiderable ex. 
nth part of which will be 


The expenses for paper and 
printing alone, of the Aeformer and Chris. 
tian, one month, will be upwards of enght 
dollars. To mect these, we hope those 
who are in arrears in paying for the Re. 
former, will transmit the amount due as 
s00n as convenient. 

We have lately been at considerable 
expense, and shall sustain much loss by 
removing to a place more conveniently 
situated for subscribers to call, and at. 
tempting, by opening a store, to meet a 
high rent; and we now perceive, to avoid 
a still greater loss, we must relinquish our 
present situation. We trust these consid. 


and are willing to aid our labours, and in- 
duce them to render that justice which is 
due. By the latter part of this month, we 
shall most probably be found at our form- 
er residence, No. 290 North Third Street. 

Unless those in arrears, particularly for 
some years back, remit what is due, we 
shall have to tax them with the postage 
of a letter, inviting them to a settlement. 
We hope none will subject us to the loss 
of time this will occasion (for we have 
none to spare) impose on us the unplea- 
santness of a more direct dun, or cause 
themselves to be taxed with the postage 
of a letter, by delaying to remit to us our 
just demands. But really and truly we 
want what is our due, and hope this hint 
will be all that is necessary on our part. 
We have endeavored to perform our daty 
to subscribers, and serve them faithfully 
with our monthly sheet; and in doing this, 
particularly in putting up the packages, 
we have often, for four or five nights i 
succession, not had over three hours of 
sleep. More punctual payment on the 
part of subscribers, would enable us 
procure assistance, and relieve us M part 
from a burden alike injurious to the body 
and mind. Having, therefore, been faith- 
ful to our subscribers, we trust they.W! 
not be unmindful of what may be justly 
expected from them in return, viz. our 
honest demands. 





Ata public meeting held in Sheshequi™ 
Bradford County, Pa. the following res® 
lution was adopted. : 

“* Resolved, That inasmuch as there a 
perpetual whining concerning the vio 
tion done to the consciences of some per 
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ple by the laws of the United States, in || said to have affected the progress of the 
carrying and opening the Mail on the Sab- || subscription, by attaching odium to the 
bath, we recommend to the Post Master | paper and its supporters. 

General, to ascertain who among all the! 


post masters and mails carriers, have con- } *,* The communication headed “ Me- 
scientious scruples on this subject, and to | 


} 4 93 
Gecharge them from the lit of pest mas. thodist Reformers,” came too late for this 
ters and mail carriers, and supply their | namber. 
places with such as are willing to abide by | 
and support the laws of their country.” 














The Reformer is printed on the first of 
each month, at one dollara year. Let- 
A prosecution has been commenced |, ters to be addressed and payment made, 
against the Editors of the New York Ob- to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and princi- 
server, for asserting in their paper that | pal Editor, No. 1314 North Second Street, 
the —* for publishing the New York | Philadelphia. Numbers can be supplied 
Every Day Mail, were Infidels, which is) from the commencement of the work. 
SS 

















PROSPECTUS OF TILE REFORMER. 


THF. design of this work is to expose the clerical schemes and pompous under, 
takings of the present day, under pretence of promoting Religion, and to show that 
they are irreconcilable with the spirit and principles of the Gospel. The great Mis- 
sionary Operations which commenced some years since, and the numerous Theologi- 
cal Seminaries erected, and which are still erecting in every part of our country, have 
tended to the increase and exaltation of the Clergy in this country, to an extent alike 
injurious to the cause of Christianity and to the well being of society. The influence 
and machinations of this order of men are rapidly extending throughout all parts of 
the community, and threaten the destruction of our civil and religious liberties. By 
means either direct or indirect, the more aspiring and ambitious priests of this coun- 
try are now steadily advancing their cause, and their ascendency over the minds of 
the people; and at no distant period, should their influence continue to increase, 
scarcely an individual will be found willing to incur the hazard of opposing any of 
their schemes. The pernicious effects of clerical domination in this country, may 
be inferred the history of other countries, and ought carefully to be guarded 
against. Th ready but few who have sufficient firmness to present these men 
before the p their true colours—and henee the prospect of their success, and 
our danger, is tly increased. 

From these considerations, and to expose the eorrupt, pompous, and fasbionable 
religion inculcated and supported by this pensioned order of men, the Reformer was 
eummenced. The already extended circulation of the work among the reflecting and 
better part of the community, has convinced the Editor that his views on these sub- 
jects are not peculiar; and that the publication may be more generally known, and 
eonsequently be more useful, he is induced to issue the present prospectus. Being 
neither under the jurisdiction nor influence of any particular sect, the Reformer will 
not be made an instrument for advancing the views or interests of any, but will re- 
buke evils wherever met with, and pursue the line of truth marked out by the pre- 
cepts of Divine Revelation, regardless of the frowns or the censures of those, who, 
from interest, prejudice, or caprice, may become its opposers, 


TERMS, &e. : 

The Reformer is published in periodical numbers of 16 octavo pages, the begin- 
ning of each month, at $1 a year, payable in advance. ‘The 10th year 1s now com- 
pleted, and the 11th commenced January 1, 1830. Subscribers can have the numbers 
forwarded to any part of the Union, by naming the Post-Office where they are to be 
sent, at an expense for postage in no case more than 18 cents a year. A few copies 
are yet remaining from the beginning of the work, but persons are af liberty to ee 
Mence at any period, and withdraw their subscriptions whenever notice Is ie ani 
aircarages are paid. Letters, pus? pard, to be addressed to T. R. Gates, Philac s orm 

Those who procure 10 subscribers, and become responsible for the amount of their 
subscriptions, shall be entitled to a copy gratis. 

re rt of periodical papers SS this prospectus, and forwardin Pa ae 
containing it to the eformer, Philadelpivia, shall recesve the thanks of Seams 
and the numbers of the work for one year. . Ry ” 
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, PROPOSALS 
BY T. R. GATES, EDITOR OF THE REFORMER, PHILADA 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
A NEW PERIODICAL WORK, TO BE ENTITLED, 


THE CHRISTIAN. 


THE primary and principal object of this work will be to show who is the rang 
Christian, and what are the principles, feelings, and practice, which should character. 
ize one claiming that appellation. The professmg world is now almost wholly desti. 
tute not only of Christianity but also of a knowledge of what Christianity requires,— 
and unless a correct standard of what a Christian should be is presented to the mi 
of men, in all its bearings and extent, the state of things in all probability will 
get worse and worse, until scarcely a particle of pure and genuine Christianity will be 
left remaining on the earth. 

The Editor feels that such an undertaking is a very important and responsible one, 
and in performing it he must expect to come in collision with, and be compelled te 
condemn, a great part of what now passes for Christianity in the world—for what ig 
ealled Christianity and religion in the present day, is based on no integrity of prin. 


ciple or benevolence of action, but is only a cumbrous load of formal and selfish works, ' 


in no way calculated to make mankind either happier or better, and only brings dis. 
honour on the cause of Christ. 


That no one may be left in ignorance, or be under any deception, with respect te 


the course that will be pursued in the proposed publication, the Editor here would — 


frankly state that, according to his views of Christianity, a Christian should never get 
angry, or harbour one unkind feeling towards any individual, under any provocation 
whatever—never sue at law—never indulge one ambitious or selfish thought; and 
should always act in the strictest sense of the word, fair and just with every human 
being; and owe no man any thing but love. If any at present are not in such a con- 
dition, it should be their greatest concern to attain to it, whatever sacrifices they may 
be required to make; for it will be their truest wisdom, and the only road to happiness 
and peace. In a word, every one seeking to be a Christian, ought sincerel truly 
aim, as if life and death depended on the issue, to do every thing that is 

The Editor most sincerely desires to see a right state of things 
world.—The whole human race now need it, and misery, perplexity, wretched- 
ness fill the earth in consequence of the want of right feelings and right conduct in 
mankind, one towards another, and more especially among prof hristians, who 
were designed to be as the salt of the earth, and as a city set commanding 
the admiration of, and imparting a salutary and preservative i ver the whole 
of society. There is nothing now presented, nothing held forth Vv class or body 
of men, calculated to make mankind better, but every thing seems moving on ina 
direction different from what is good and right. The Editor will feel bound, honestly 
and fearlessly, to express himself on these subjects, and if he gives offence it will not 
be because he wishes to offend, but it will arise from causes over which he can have 
no control, and to which he must submit from a sincere desire to do good. It will alse 
be the desire of the Editor not to recommend to others what he is not endeavouring 
to practise himself; for it is but just that every man should be judged by the standard 
he holds up for another. 

Not to be involved at first in too much expense, the work, for the first year, will 
enly be issued once in two months, of the size of the Reformer, at fifty cents a year. 
Those who are willing to encourage the undertaking, are desired to forward their 









names, with the payment for the first year, as soon as convenient. It will be best 


where there are several in a neighbourhood, living at a distance, who subscribe (the 
sum being so small) to put the several subscriptions together, that there may be but 
one postage in forwarding the names and the remittance, which can be shared equa 
among the subscribers. Where only one name is sent, a dollar can be enclosed, whic 
will pay for the twelve first numbers of the work. Persons procuring ten subscribers, 
and forwarding the amount, shall be entitled to one copy of the work so long as that 
number of subscribers are continued, and the amount is regularly remitted. We wou! 
wish to issue the first number by the first of July, and sooner if the subscription will 
justify it. Those who desire to aid in the object of the work, by an expression 
their views, are requested to forward their communications to the Editor. Postage 
on all letters must be paid by those sending them. as 
Editors of papers who will insert this prospeetus, and forward a paper containing 
it, shall have twelve numbers of the work sent to them, or the numbers of the Ke- 
former for one year, as (hey may designate by making the letter C. or 2. on thei? pape 
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